WHAT WAS TRAVEL LIKE?

Thomas Jefferson, while serving his second term as President in 1808, wrote a letter to his
friend Joel Barlow of Washington, D.C. to offer the best route between their homes, Kalorama
to Monticello. Jefferson had just completed this journey himself, having recently returned home
from the Federal City. For this four day and three night trip, Jefferson notes the distance
between locations as measured in miles and cents as well as suggestions for where to stop.

Monticello July 25 .08

Dear Sir

Having been tempted by a cloudy day to leave Washington a day sooner than |
intended, among other things which | omitted to do was the furnishing you an itinerary of
the route to this place.
it is as follows from Georgetown Ferry:

miles.cents
To Wren’s 6.38
+ Fairfax Courthouse 8.65
+ Centerville about 7.50 Mitchell’s is the best house
+ Red house about 10. Mrs. Hereford’s best; Bronaugh’s next
+ Fauquier Ct. House 20. Norris’ best, indeed a superlatively good one
- Jefferson 9.80 Kuhn’s, but even that a wretched place
+ Culpeper Ct. House 13.77 Capt Shackelford
+ Orange C. H. 18.83
Mr. Madison’s 4.17
+ Gordon’s 8.75
+ Watson’s tavern 13.58
Monticello 7.58
129.01

The houses marked thus + are pretty good, comparatively - means bad. You asked me the
best time of taking the road, and | observed as well soon as late...
Th. Jefferson

Jefferson describes a number of good stops for Barlow in his letter, but also points out the
worst. He writes that Norris’ (Norris Tavern) is the best place to stay near the Fauquier Ct.
House, “indeed a superlatively good one.” Jefferson also refers to the town
of Jeffersonton, where the best place to stay is Kuhn’s, though Jefferson
writes “but even that a wretched place.”
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1808 Arrowsmith Map of the United States, Detail of the Eastern United States
Courtesy, David Rumsey Map Collection

In addition to places to stay overnight, Jefferson provides the stage coach stops along the route




